THE TASK OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT
IN INDIA

YOUNG India is fascinated .by the political spectacle
in European countries: fascinated, and also perhaps
hypnotised by it. She imagines, perhaps, that until
.she can reproduce the bear-garden of opposite parties,
she has failed to emulate the vigour and energy of
Western patriotism. This, at least, is the only excuse
for that evil fashion which has made its appearance
amongst us, of mutual recrimination, and mutual
attack. Those who are fighting on different
parts of the self-same field are wasting time and
ammunition by turning their weapons on each other,
instead of on a common foe* The fact is, young
India has yet to realise that hers is not a movement
of partisan politics at all, but a national, that is to
say, a unanimous progression. There is no difference
of opinion on national questions, amongst honest
men, in India. Put Hindus and Mahomedans together
on a Legislative Council, Have they not always to
be, reckoned with as a single opinion? Who cares
where the Brahmin eats, or whom he invites to his